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vC The misdirectagd. efforts
by leadmg Americans W out
1,300 survivors of the fated
ban invasion attem

1')121'3!?5Ir fo‘""help the ‘V" B1 heroes: of
the invasion, confined under re-
volting conmgiqpbm R

Most peopl& recall the “Trac-

mit;gg hgag;ed by Mton Elsen-

. hawer, Walter Reuther and Mus.
'="i ranklm D. Roosevelt et with
“Castro to discuss a trade of 500
. fulldozers for “the . prisoners,
whose number was Lhen given as
1,214,

Dictator's Demand

The Cuban dictator finally de-
manded $28 million in cash,
crédit or heavy-duty farm equip-
ment for the prisoners, and the
negotiations fell through.
The committee claimed that
Castro had failed “fo keep his
end of the bargain,” but there

' was no evidence they could raise
the ransom which he demanded.
Now an even more,nebulous

- deal is being diseussed, with
James B, JDpno New York

{&r the Senate, shutthng between|
New York and Havapa.io disd
cuss a cash rapsgma, which, ac
“cording to unofficial . sources,)
 might run as hlgh as $62 mll
- lion.

Donovan has no oliicial sialus.
but apparently reports to the
White House. He previmisly‘"” had
a‘_,aimilar role in the exchiange

of Francis G, Pawgrs, the cap-
tured U2 pilot, for Col. Rudolf

(1. Abel, a Russian spy, Qarly

this year.

Political Mystery
Why. the negotiations for the
prisoner ransom should conie to
a peak during a political eam-
paign, in which administration
policy toward Cuba and its Com-
munist occupation is already nn-

der attack, is a political mys-
4.tery. Donovan, whose nomina-

tion for the Senate is attributed

to White House pressure, has

given practically no attention to
regular. campaigning. His oppo-
nent, Sen. Javits, has assurpcd
that if ransom negotiations gan

be comipleted, the prisoners will

be “sprung” before the electjon
as a coup which cannot be
matched. But Javits has béen
kept informed of developmehts
by official sources. v

And how about the money? A
committee of Cuban refugecs
which has worked constantly to

raise the ransom demanded by

Cuba (the amount of which has
never been stipulated) has re-
ported, no more than . $200,000
available for that purpose. It has
been assumed that Donovan
must have much more than that
to offer in his conversations with
Castro.

The millions demanded by
Castro can only come from gov-
ernment sources and the only

: %gvemmqnt g} 1x ¢ e mentioned

President.

~cial record of apy. money ran-

Tiere 18 1ne Central Intelngence |
Agency, fiifids for which are se-
cretly appropriated in amounts
never revealed, but said to be
between $13 millions and one
billion dollars annually.

Aside from the operation of the
huge CIA head uarters in near-
by ﬁg{:‘ts several thou-
sand employes (thig, pumber also
is secret) ~and the other thou-
sands abroad, this money can
be spent at the discretion of the

‘Undenied Report
Thé fact that Donovan’s nego-
tiatians wére apparently being
conducted with White House ap-

proval” has led to gp.Judenied
report in Washington that the

ransom will be paid MA
p ‘ ‘

U )

W%&;tever the source, such a
concession to the Cuban digtator
and his Communist controls
would be humiliating tq, the’
United Statés., There is ng offi-

som by the, goVetnment being
paid before in thg history of the
U.S., one of whose historic mot-
toes, “Millions for defense, but
not one cerit for tribute,” has
been credlte;i to seveml historic
figures. -

If any ransom is paid out of
U.S. funds, both houses of Con-
gress are ceftain to conduct in-|
vestigations Into every angle of|
the deal. But the strangesi part|
to observers here is how anyone
could think its accomplishment
would help Democratic candi-
dates for Congress, especially
the New York Democratic Sen-

ate nominee. | _—____/
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